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Introduction,

Felervary
Since 1at Wmsweh 1872, we (myself and my research a-siamtant Mr. P.A,
Mutesi) have been carrying out sociological research into retigion in
Lusaka. The resenrch has been made possible by a generous grant of the Uni=-
verkity of Zambis Resenrch and Higher Legrees Committee. As there is not
yet an established tradition of urban religious research in Zambia
{T mean cumlative research = of course there have been somo public tions
in this field), our research we8 meant to be highly exploratory;
our aiimn was to end up with a qualitaiive understan ‘ing of some of
the major descristive and theoretical issues, rather than with detailed
quantitative material based on soplisticated survey tech: iques. We have
now reached a stage in our research where it is possible (and necemsary!)
to formulate some of these major issues, to.indicate h:here more
detailed information is needed, and to stipul-te tie *a¥ in which to
proceed, both during thia last month of full=time research, and in a
part-tize follow=up proj;pot during the next academic year. The primary
aim of this paper is to pull a number of ideas together, and to present
then for private discussion, As such the paper suggests somehow n rough
outline Por a leas preliminary report that will more explicitly be
based on empirical data, To sawe time I shall not go into a review of
relevant literature; for the sare reason, and to save my precious
relation with my informants, I shall not enter into a detailed discussion

of the empirical material eco! eeted 8o far,

Data collection and research stmtegy.,
——1 T B0 Tesearch atmtegy.

Our main concern during the past two montha has been s survey of religious
organizations in the ILusake urban aren, .

For the relizious organizations of ch{ratztm inspiration (vhatever be
their degree of christian orthedoxy) we benefitted greatly from the work
of Mry C, Woodhall, of Mindalo Feumenical Foundation (Kitwe), who,in the
first half of 197T1,conducted a survey into the involvement of Zambian
churches in development activities (training centres, hospitals,
agricultural projects ete.). Teaides puislisling a useful comprehensive
directory of the religious associations in 4n-bia, Mr. Woodhall eatnblished

excellent relations especinlly with the indenendent churches, uhj.uhf_ngely
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associated with the nation-wide reiigious mbrall.-orgnn:lutiqna (1ike
the Christian Connei] of Zanbia) and whose leaders are often difiiculs
te trace. %metimen, we ran into difiicul ties becauge people apsociagdd
us to elosely with thils previous survey and fa}i‘ied to appreciate the
distinctions between Mindolo's memi objec t.iv_u.md our ownj but in general]
Mr, “oodhall cleared the way fur us and gr;atly reduced our problems in
exclaining gur inforzants why religiocus matters should be subjeot to
systematic enguiry,

from nearly every religious organization contaoted so far we met an
unexpectedly high degree of cooperation and trugt, This, together w ith
the relaxed and wholesome general athmosphere of Zambian urban religious
life, makes this gresearch into an agreable oecu ation,

Everfao, Lusaka covers a Very vast area, where streetnames snd mbymed
hounmun!beru are seldom used, where televhose communienti onas are defieient,
where geograshical nobility, growth of Tesidenti 1 areas, and urban

oan only be traced through eollective Pest boxes. We mpend very much of
“ar time in contac ting representatives o various religiouns organi zations,

Nearly every day we had une op more interviews with religious lerders
or other strategic informantas. of course, in this exploratory stage we
bad to refrain from highly siructured interviews, questionnaires ete,
The main structuring factoraf in the interviews where & few themes ('u
either explieitly outlined in our research plan or gradually emerging in
the course of the invaatigauon} according to wheh we wuld gently ateer
the conversation = however, always Prepered to change a subject when it
anoeared to b confusing, boring or disquieting to the informant, and
8ncouraging the informant to dwell upon such topics as obviously anpealed
to him, Although the daggers of this "a.nt.hropnloglcal" interview technique
are clear (it ig likely to m g8ps in the information, so that the
data collected with various informants and about various assoointions
are difficult to com-are), thess déficiences gan probably be cvercome in
& later stage of invesbign.tion, Moreover, the technd que is, more than
Any more formalized one, suited to elieit topics and bits of information
that, so far, escaped the tesearcher's attention; it ia more in 1ine with
the personal reverence religious leaders expect from who approaches them;
and Pinally it §g the technigne in which T am most experienced and which I
trust most,

After the initjal fow weeks, in which we explored the range of variation
of the religious associations, I was able to devige a comprehensive 18=page
general queationnaire (aprendix), in which all seemingly relevant ftema
¢ould be entered in a systematic way = mo that for each case gaps in our
knowledge w-uld stand out, and the Gases can easily be compared one Lo
another, Thig questionnaire proved to he mainly ugeful for subsequent storage,
}1 the researcher himself, of inform: tion aoquired in one of more informal
tolks with the religious leaders concerned.,

fur attendance of church services helped to establish new contacta,
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and moreover had great heuristic value in itmelf, aa it provided a wealth
of obmervation 1 material on such topics ass size of the local hranch,
languages used, nature of leadership sod member participetion, . he
pesition of women, the general soclio-economic buackground of the :embers,
attituded towards healing, and the various general goals end functions the
religious azsociation .ppears to have, p

In addition, much printed material about religious orgunizations
was collecteds tracts, poriodic:ils, press=cuttings, pamphlets. dAcce:s to
the filns of th: Tuscka City Council was refused by the Town Clerk. ™
the other h-nd, we received nuch co peration {rom the Mini:try of Home
Aftairs (Megistrar -t Societiecs - formal permission to cousult the files
was finally acquired, but not yet used), the Chief Tducation 0fficer for

he Tmsaks srea (whom I persusded to conduct an official survey of the

use of school buildings by religious organizations), the Ministry of
bduoation Headquarters (who wi'l give detailed iniormrtion on the invelvement
of r ligious organizations in nduention}. & Drs Fa King I wiae granted
access to recent religious material on Matere township aud surroundings,
whereas Misa K, T, lansen gave inva'usule information on Mutendare

wownship, where she had cunducted a survey on married women {sec -od

half 1971).

Presently many reiligious associations show u revived interest @
secular developwent projects. kre Woodhall's work, o1 course, concentrated
on this, but did not intend to reise the socilolugic;rlly relevant a*e,ct.u-
Yet, sctivities in thie ficld provide a test=case [or the studye of
reluiious betneen religio.s ms-oclations mutually snd bet-een religious
and political structures., Therefore, I weélcomed the oprertunity of
atiendiiig 4 (our=dsy conlerence on "The role of churches in national
ievelopment" (Jusaka 20-23 March 1972); I even went tirough the pains
of prepearing a paper for this cunlerence, to legitimize my particip:tion.
As expectad, the conierence was a marvellous opportunity for psriieipent
observa: oo, and io addition provided many useful conbacts,

A visit to Mindolo Ecumenieal Foundation enabled we to take a first
look at the files and convinced me that another, longer vielt mould be
extremely useful. Tiis visit will tuke plnee in the lamt -eek of April.

Unfortu . tely, non-Oyriatian religious org:nications vere not yet
eovered in this stage of the researchy however, some useful contncte
were made here and will certainly be followed up in a later stage.

Mthough many of our interviews with religlous leade: s scabtered
a!l over Lusaka coutain interesting detnils on the actual [unctioning
of the organizations, I decided to select a limited part of the Lusaka
urban area in order to scquire, iu the course of time (not necessarily within
the three months specified in the reseerch gnnt), intimate knowledge
of the religious situation in shis areas (The alternative is to concentrate
not on a geogrrphical unit but on one or & few sirstegically chosen
religious assiciationss I did not reject this al ternative altogether,

ut regerved it for a fullow-up project, for uthe folleving reasonst
the optimal cjfices ean only be made after a thorfiough amnlysi- of
the material colleeted mo fary as many religious xl!.s;-m::i.-\t.ions have national

or even worldewide distrioution, this alternative could hevdly be reaslized



wd=

ithin the limits of time and money mat ilythe research grant; if
our hmi{oc analysis is a religious organizaiion, instead of a gedgraphical
areiy our maierial might be biased Ly noi takin. fato account the large
cabegory of prople mot afiiliated to any religious organizatvion, nor - even
in che cuse of membersy” those aspects of suciel life that are not directly
religiousy by conceniraiing en a gwegraphical unit we wight better utilize
the linguistie alkdll of e rescarcheassistants )

In “he seleetion of a gesgrasiical unit a numoor of considerationa are
importants IL sh.uld be a clearty detined snd rather st-ble politiesl
unit, so thit the research will not be erushed by political struggles;
1t should vot he a typical aquatter compound (today's fashion), nor
& typical low=density area (wiuh its practic:l problems oif gre:t distsnces,
great spacial mo.ility of the well-to=do part of the population = car
wuerabjﬁ =» relaiive inaccessibility of the other = gervant = part
of the population, emphacis on indoor-iife, prepoidernnce of expatriates)y
it siould not he Matero as this hus already been studied too intensively;
1 g.ould e close envugh to the Uuniversity and to -4y ovn house to make
poasible daily research snd a followeup project; $t should be old enough
to have a more than incipient system of mocial relationships mnd sssooiational

lifej though, if should be new enough to allow tie detaited study of the
establishment of local branches of associations already existaut elrewhere;
it should be large coough o develop a certein internal segmentation,

bur small emcugh to cover on loot.

All theme considerations puint inte vhe direetion of Mutendere township
in Lusak: Bast. [his place has various other advantages: mome deseriptive
miterial about iL is already avaibable (two papers by Miss Hnnaen); it
shows a wide range oi socio-econamic statusj becanse of previons
research Lie pupu.ln.i.i‘»n ia not enlirely unprepared, but on the other
hand the previous researchers finished their work in M ‘tendere, did not
stuly the comsunity as & structure of interactions but rather ns a sluster
of ralatively isolated intervieweem, and did not concentrate on religion.

Having thus decided on Mutendere, we are now in the process of acquaine
tiog ourselves with the township and building ¥p contacts, voth in and

outsida the religious mnhere,

Some_central topics and preliminary findinga.

Without guestioning the validity of other aprroaches, in this pesesrch
project religion will be gtudied from the viewpeint of relirious
organizations, aa a particular iform of voluntary, termal associations.

I fee! that it is im thi- field that the mocielogist can meke the moat
¥valuable contribution, The social-psychological dimensions of religionity
will, ¢ thia stage, oot Le studied in themselves, but rether as die-
tinctive sapeots of various religioue groupings, Admittedly, thia position
1imits our scope (to such an extent, perhnps, as to make our study
mesningless for the very people whoae religious behaviour and nétions

it explorea); but at the same time it suggests a number of relevant

topics Por annlysia.
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As units in the general socis) orgenization of society, religious
associations @an be studied Prom the following points of view (1 - 8):

1. vemarcation. The associntion has a name and other "synbolas"
(material objects like buildings, booka, garments aud other parapher=
paliay ritu lsy particular criteria and procerures for the admiassion
of new members; particular organfzational ntruc{ﬁre; positive creced;
prohibit.ionn} by which the asscciation distiuguishes itself among other
such a socit‘ion”a. rften, this identity is formally expressed jm
by registration with the Registrar of Societiess In some casea {(parti-
cularly if the demarcation vis-A~-vis another smsociation is u’i:aufl’i leatly
clear - as ha nens in the case of fission), this registrut{un is relised.
Althoush perhaps not very exciting in itsell, our first task is to iLven-
tory these chearacteristic symbols for each religious assvointion,

‘Thia process is in full operation for a consideruble mumocr of amsocioction.

2, Gopls. The association has a number of goals. Some of these
soals may be explicitly formulated lsut:h as "bringing people Lo the
religious Truth and preparing them for eternal life in the lord's
Presence" ), Moat goals however are not immedintely clear aud can
only be: discovered from the study of actual interaction (includiug
statements as elicited in an intevview situaiion).

Virtus1ly everv religious as:ociantion aims at the preservation of
its own eximtence {the main exception being missionary bodies, which,
hovever, in itself are only instrum:ntal to wider assveiations which
they represent, end hich engender new, local religiocus associntiuna),
Heligioum acsociations tend to develop institutions to ensure the
effective preservation of their distinctive aymbels: insti‘tutions to
gontrol the behaviour and ideas of memversy to careffully select,
and effestively socialize (in special trdning institutions), those
mrmbers who wi'l occupy positions of 'ormal leadership; to cxpose
aml expel those who do not conform with the distinctive symbols, and
(failing this) to alter the selection of diaumﬁiu symbols, The
entire complex could be, tentatively, referreéd! to as "identi tyd
management” (of the association, not of its mewmbers)s This complex
mfin forma a nrimary gonls of most asseciations, and the rationale
of many institutions and orgeuizational devipes in the religious
associntions under study. Moreover, may religious associations make
mumerical inerease of membership, and Pinancial growth, into goals - and
develop instituti ns accordingly. Either as instruments to achieve
the goala of "identityt menagement", expanskon and "salwation”,
or as a goal in itsell, many religicus asscvoiations adopt the
institution of mssistance to members, and non-members, in times of
erisis (poverty, illness, bereavemsnt). Women's and youth ¢lubs belong
B0 t'e asme sphere.

3. Punctionss Using the term in a rather narrow sense (more or
less equivalent with Mirton's "latent functions") I refer here to
those wider effects of religious associaticins that could hordly be called
goals (as selected, explicitly er implicitly, by members of the

association, and as can be shown to be pursued by their actions)
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but which nonetheleas constitute important aspects of the

social iwpact of these associntions, Ope does not need to be a diehard
functionalist to recognize and & reciate these wider effectass Functions
that erierge from the materisl collected #0 far include;

Ae S cialization of the members inm{:omplex urban society. This
process has a mmber of aspecta. The associntion provides a Socus for iden=
tification in the impaxm towny it provides individuel gocinl contaots vhioh
eventually ean (and sometimes do) pla ¥ a role as fictive id.ni.neng
the association me presents and explaina the wider society from the
pulprit and through the regular annvuncements uy che loeal secretbary;
it traine a limited nimber of people in exeeutive conmittesa (cturch
comnittees etc) where they interact wit agents of the autside world;
it offers an a ternative normative aystem which is explicit, olear,
more or lesa applicable to the uruan situation, and in some reapects
aven _a::nruprin.t.e to the urban of tuation (a.g. the videspread emphmis
on individual salvation, monogamy and prohibition of divorce atimmulntes
the nuclear faxily to emerge a.slf‘:f;a.aic, rather stable and enduring unit
of individual social mobility and socianl-psychological grati‘ication),
However, much more research is= required befora we can assess the relevance
of these and other religious norms for actusl imsim behavFiour.

b. Hsthetic expression. #or mamv memiers of religious associa tions,
cullective worship provides ihe ain or exélusive occasion
for aincing, daneing anl eloquence. Urder the same heading the important
recreational function of t e rn!igioﬁ.g arsociatione can be ineluded
(emphasised by the wideapread probibitions ond drinking, and by the
atiention wiven to women's awi youth clubs),

¢+ Paychological functionss the psychological rewards rom

subjective righteousness, from religious officey the ca.thurgig produced

LxS )
by the interactional exprearion of grief, despair, hopl‘w(-tﬂnrticu]arly
important where prayer-healing is practiwed), ete,

4, Internal organimtion, In order to achleve thoir gosls, religious
associntions develop an internal orgmuization, both formal {as outlined in
a formal constitution, and effectuated by electiom and a pointmwenta,

. bierarchical control etc.) and informal (oross=cuts of the formal
strycture as arizing from the dynamics of primary interaction: personality,
I'oalf-h, skill, implicit values about leaderahip .and respect in face=to=face
g'it,un.t.ionu,). 0f course, the formal organization is much wore casily studied
than the informal omej the latter requires an intimate acquakntace with
a particular religious association over an «xteixied period of time =
such as can only be reslized for n few associstionm. It appeara that
from the empirieal data a typology of the degree of formalization can be
developed = this, in turn, can theu be related to auch variableias
geogroptical distribution, wembership figures, psriud over -high the
asscciation has existed,

For iime 'a smal! pumber of well-stuiied associntions, it must ve
worthewhile to sereen the formal and informal organization agninst the
resnective goals (and funeti.anu) of the asmocintions Certain (net all)
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necespsarily conncoted to these goals: theme aspects then ennatitute certain
distinctive aymbola which (whatever were their function »hen first
introduced) by now have mainly sigmificance as 1abels. lTne connexie ny
however, between goals and organization is by no meaus ‘univucaln the
organizational requirements tor, e.g., identity managenent may vary
according to the intrinsic complexity of th distinctive .m:.wla selected
by the associavion, the geggraphioal distribution and :;mnber of members,
the type of Puaiing, the amouni of valuable property é6 the asmociation,
etc.

5. Recruiument of members and ofvice=bearers. The argociation

may set formal rules of eligibility as membord respectively as office-
bearer, but it normally does not strictly detine the soclal fheld of
potential w wbera, nor the ways to mobilize these potential members.

1 detniled study of recruitment in & selected numbor of asmociations
mey reveal the individual pe-ceptions and motivations that make certain
people join eertain religions associstions, res ectively aspire to
lesdership in these assodations.

{mportant is here which rewards the office-bearer derives from his
posktion, Religicus ansociationa show a wide range in these rewards. In
order to nssess them we should not merely look at matrrinl ns, ects
{income, housing, allo ances) but include an analysie of the dypamioa
and respect and leaderchip in concrete situations (worship, committes
meetings). Funding ark rewarda, aghil,/largely depend on the association's
relations, if any, mihcwith a min=ionery body.

Mirsionnries come from awoad, tend to be white, rather hichly educated,
and control acceas to Loth spiritual authority and material resources for
the loenl office=bearers and ordinary menbers, The present iituuuonrn!
the missionary is uneasy, die to the national and intermavionnl politieal
climate ("zmbiunizat.ion“, coups, "the threat of communism"), cnsuging
notions about white leadership, the dwindling funds from overseas
religj.rmh asancintions, =te. It is here that the dynamice of "identity
management" can be closely studied: what strategies do wm religious
associations adopt in the wove towards sambianization of percune‘lf,
localizing of the authority structure (many religious aaeocintions in
Zambis i used to heve tieir regional hendquarters in Rhodesia or Swuth=
Africe), mobilizing locsl funds? Apurt from this, ¢loser study of the
position of foreigh missionaries is a useful {f.huugh sometimes ahocking)
addition te our unierstanding of riee-relations in poeteindependence
Zambia.

6. Relations brtween relirions associations, As is to be exnected in

an urban, rapidly changing snciety we recorded an chormous mumber of
relipious -ssociations (over 50 opersting in Lagaks urban alone)s \ecording
to their distinctive wmam symbols, goals, functions, igterns]l organization
apd recruitment of meibers ond ofrice-beorers, these associ:tinns will have
particular perceptions of omne another and particular tvpes of interaction
{incluling various expressions of conflict)e Certain religious aseociationa
have developed out of ene snother. The stuly of these gigenria relrtions,

apart from providing in sresting material in itself, can help to elucidate
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the characterimtica of each asmociatiog depurately, Th.s ; detniled
¢omparstive analysis of " ‘enti ty panagenent” «il1 reve:l wodh of

tue dynsmics Hotind the precesses of fission thot are so conrneteris-
tic of re'igious Associntions in Zawibia (ag elsewhere), Her- & mEXE
detriled case study of tne ~rglandmbased Apostolie fai th 'Jj!iu_-ch (regior
herdquartory ip fulowayo, 800 members fg Znnble) meems fruitiyl, as. its
oflicebearers turned out 1o be especially grome to Fipsicn am
~atablished mome of the cost succemsful independent cliure .afs

in Zanbia, However, processes of fismion, ang fusion, are oot only

“t vork in the diatinct churches, but also on the lavel of naticnal
umbrella~organi zationa, “ne of the questinna that g sociology of
religion in moder Zambia whall have to find an answer to is why,
within a Pew years, there is such a marked te deney to&'nl‘da eoope « bior
bYetveen nn inereasing number of ciurctess The process ﬁﬁab be und.rstood
as resulting from various concommittant forces: the ecumasical

idwlo gy, nitional and international politieal aituavion,

funding nroblems (overneas conirihutionas the inerea:ing expenditure

on buildingg, knsa comnnication: eouipmant), the mhtmy foar of

the (alleged) decline of orgrnizated relirion in urban arana,

T« Religinug associitions amd non—-roligiouy napects of society.

for many distinctive wvminig of ralipious associvtions it will be diffa
3

cult, Wl or alvogecher impnswi‘ule-’ Lo eiplain the fact that Cwere
selected rather than other aymaols, Often the symbhola serve as mare
labels to distisguish the religious associntiona Bne from another:
baptism by total immersiom, shuwinin: of pork, the chuice of o
particular name, etc, We touch here upon a number of well=known though
hardly solved Provlems of socioclogien] theory: the relsrion bedween
social atructire and culture, the inadequ-c es of functi onrlint
explanation, and Durkheim's notion of non=intrineiec sacrednean,

However, many features of any religious association call for
& further esplanation in terme of the wider social structure, For
inetance, the prevalenee of : particular language in vorship and communi-
cation within one associstion hl—; patterns of recrutiment of
menmbers and office-bearers. Thus the study of rzligious asmociations
may shed new light on major cleavages in the W der society (in terms of
region, nationality, race, socio-economic statua, education, ete,),

H ere the treatmant mmb can only be eclectics a comprehcnaive
sociology of Zam'iian society 1= yet to he written, and this gigantice
task could hardly he the by=nroduct of an analysis of relirions
as=ociations! Therefore only some salient features of the -4 der
society ean be explored as to their relevance in the religious
snhere,

8, B#Bigions associations, authority and o%ers Relirious
Associntions (in their of ficembearera} m=t be endowed, by their
members, with a certain meadure of power and guthority., If this were
aot the onse, the assoeintion wuld he utterly impobent in purauing
its goals, This is enpeci: 11y clear with regard to what I call the
"identi ty mabagement” complexs the analysis of thia complex reveala
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the internal struotured of pover and suthority within the rrsociations

Reli ious ase ciations vary very nuch both in the pattern of distribu-
tidn of authority over membera {including of lice=bearera) -nd in the
extent to which this suthority is sppposed to ma.c an impsct on the total
life of the members. Soge asseciations do mot claim any nuthority, except over
the performance of thef actua] mmism ritusl. Other associations claim, or
even exercise, effective control viver such institutions as “ood habits,
sex, mamringe, education, burial. Sowe claim to be the ultimate and
exclusive locus of authority over overything nuncern.ing/hfeir memberm,
This variety has to e invesuigated, related to other characteriatics of
the amsociation, and (if possible) ex lained.

Here, as AW other poirts in our analysis, it is import ot to
note that the religlous sssociations under study are part of a diversified,
loemely integrated, ranidly changing urbandzing sociery, where there ia
great varlety of religion {expressed in a large mumber of religious
associstions) and where, in the overal sucial structure, religion is
by no means the only sourve of pormfs, values, legitimacy, and the
distribution of power, goods and mervices. Thus, a religious association
is likely to be in latent ccnflict not only with other such assooaiations,
but algs with major non=religious Yhure-ucratic orgnnizations, and with
systems . £ norms and values that have originated outaide this assoclation
feithvr rooting in "traditional® society or newly emerging in urban
mans society).

Hore we touch upon the most fascinating problem of the socielogy
of religion in modern Zambisn mociety,s

The tension betwa:n religicus as-ociation and the state 1s onme
aspect of it = and although this tension doea not always take the overt,
extreme forms as in the wase of Lumpa or Watchrower, it ismpmmbh painfully
mand fest in nearly all our interview{vith roligious lenders, ns ~ell as
in spontanesus statements {mermons, mass-media etc,)s As sald earlier, the
recently revived attention for mecular development work i< a suitable
test case to study this problems

Another aspect of it iasp the role of relipious rgrnizations in the
emergence of systams of sacial control in new urbsn settlementss W hot is
the prauti:nl significance of the norms and means of conflict regulation
offered by religious ass ciations? In how far is here cmpef.ition wiih
nopereligious institutions: party, police, local courts, ki

And finally there is the broad field of general velues end norms
(sonition of women, morriage, concepts of health, illness and healing,
patterns of authority, recreation, eto.) over whicl religious organizations
try to gain, or to restore, suthoriiy. H ere the traditional atrategies
of sermon, pastoral work and education are supplemented with the
organization of sophisticated conferencas, full participrtion in masa
eormmnications, representatiem in loesl goverment, ctc. Modern
imxtiiwhenergagen organizations such ns Mul timedia ~nd Hindq‘lu Eoumeni eal
Foundntiond gan be seen in this light. &

Conolusion,
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'ruo"eucul fouwniaticn sketched in the previous section. It is unlikely

that poe monch -ill Se el Ughe Beaides contimudng the survev asivities,
at a slower pac" thzn before, we shall concenirate om ork ia Mutendere,
wher= aeur main chjectivea ares

s t get a detailed picture or the internal org:npdzation -rd
mutual ext:rnal relstioms bef+een local branches of relipio.s
sssociations,

bs to siudy the process: ol estahlishment and em!y grovth of local
branches of religious a-1oci-tions.

te Lo sbudy religious ascocintions againat the background of the
o¥ernll social 'nd pelitical struckure of a ‘ambian urban area.

d, mm specificly, tc stmly the rele of relkjous »rcociations as

instruments of sceial control,

The collection of datm is the basis of all aociologied ourlysise The
reader ve srcured that the tentnlive statements in the provioua
seciion can already,at most poinbs,t be ill strated by data collected
#0 far. The collecti-n of data will e ntinves However, tie central
problem of svcial resenrch remains the eonstruction of &

solid framewark of ideamy it is here tug® the reader is kindly

asied to participate.



