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‘..Together let us beat this ample field.

Try what the open, what the covert yield ;

The latent tracts, the giddy heights, explore

Of all who blindly creep, or sightless soar ;

Eye nature's walks, shoot folly as it flies,

And catch the manners living as they rise :
Laugh where we must, be candid where we can;
But vindicate the ways of God to man.

Pope, Essay on Man, Epistle I, 9-16

This book’s publication marks (somewhat belatedly) the centennial of Emile
Durkheim’s death in 1917. Confronting the Sacred is dedicated to his memory.
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Fig. 0.1. ‘Entrance of the strangers” Arunta / Arrernte Aboriginal men
performing a welcoming dance, Alice Springs, Australia, 1901
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