Preface

by Wim van Binsbergen & Eric Venbrux

The Second Annual Conference of the Internatiorsso&iation for Comparative My-
thology (IACM) was held at the former convent ofeBrbeeck near the small medie-
val town of Ravenstein in the Netherlands on 19A2ust 2008. This volume,
entitledNew Perspectives on Myttontains the proceedings of the conference.

In total the work has 19 chapters. The volume cia%f five parts: an intro-
duction offering a report of the conference, aisecbn The Mythology of Death and
Dying, another orMythological Continuities between Africa and Otl@ntinents a
section onTheoretical and Methodological Advancesd a final one ofWWork-in-
Progress Indexes of proper names and of authors have daé@ded to assist readers in
consulting the proceedings and to highlight thkdibetween the various chapters.

We would like to thank the following institutionsrftheir financial contribu-
tions, making the conference possible: the DepartmeSanskrit and Indian Studies,
Harvard University, USA; the Royal Netherlands Aeaxy of Arts and Sciences
(KNAW); the Faculty of Religious Studies, Radboudikérsity Nijmegen, the Neth-
erlands; the African Studies Centre, Leiden, théhBidands; the Sormani Fund, Nij-
megen, the Netherlands; the Philosophical Facttgsmus University Rotterdam,
the Netherlands; the International Office, Radbbuniiversity Nijmegen, the Nether-
lands;Quest: An African Journal of Philosophy / Revuddaine de Philosophighe
Research School NISCO, Faculty of Social ScienRaslboud University Nijmegen,
the Netherlands; and the International Association Comparative Mythology
(IACM), Cambridge MA, USA.

We are also indebted to Kirsten Seifikar, who agyeeditor polished up the
English of many contributions and brought the ligtaphical material up to a com-
mon standard; and to the editorial teanQuoiest: An African Journal of Philosophy /
Revue Africaine de Philosophiéor taking care of the book’s layout, production,
cover, and index.

Last but not least, our thanks are due to the natenal Association for
Comparative Mythology, and to the participantshia Second Annual Conference of
that organisation, for creating the intellectuahditions towards the present book,
and entrusting its realisation to us.



