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1n:roduc;¢on.

The™ ink o¢ the ficldnotes on whicl this paper is based, is
gcarcely dry dere are £till enormous gaps in my knowledge
and urgu gtondi of the phenomena to be described here,
ang & balanced dGSCLLOthU and analysis is still impossible
.thlufgtage. That . I. yet - try to sresent a preliminary account
he:e, lg for two reasons: I am coniident that discussion of this
paper will help me in the subsequent stagzes of the research:
uQ at present we know very little indeed of the two topics
T which thiz paper ig an intersection: the history and
coclai orgLulvatlon of the Ikoya (orme of the © uchct“ tiibes

of barotseland, Western Yrovince, Zanbia), and Zambian posu:ession

cults, especially in the urban areas. For the latter reason

others night bernefit even from what little I have to offer in
tais paper,

Ihe Ikoya.

iikoya upeaﬁluu sroups (including Nkoya proper, Mashasha,
Lushei.ge ¢id Lukolwe) presently occupy an continuous area
gtreiching . from circa 100 ki, %.W. to circa 100 km, 3.5

oi tie town of Kaoma (previously hankoya) a few cmaller
clusters oi ikoya are found in ovher parts of Western
ELovlﬁce (gee diagram I; cf. urels;ord n.d.; Fortune, 1959,
1963). In the literature the estimates of the numerical
gtrengta ol the ‘Hkoya group ’vjy: con51oerab1y, relatively
rece“t figurecs are (4nnual neporu of African Afiairs,

Gov. i, Raode81a, c¢ited in Brelsford n.d.):

Nkoya 20,717
Masiasha 5,576
Lukolwe 522
Lusaange 730

Publicationg dealing epecifically with this area are very few

(Clay 1945; Syuon 1959; Jones 1Qb9), But disconnected details
ou the ecolouu, econouy, soclal apnd political organization,
aind religion, "cain be 1ouné throughout the litcratuve on

bd”OtQGL nd and Wecteru Zambia in _eneral; soxe relevant
publicctrons sre listed in the bibliogrephy. It woulad be
pogoivle to build:up, zrom these fragmentary data, an .
outline of ikoya sgociety; however, lack of space and time
0feveﬂt this Lere. I will confiE 'sell to a iew remarke.

lncorpor* 1oii into one adain ative unit (Mankoya, now
ﬂgoma, aie ct) hes stimulated tge use of tue degignation
i for @ utch wider group oif peoalc thain the original
tribe under ciief kwene Hutondo., Wkoya in thisipaper
1 particularly include the Liashasha, on whom my
of urben ikoya in fact concentrated. In contragt with the
proner, tuae rural kashasha are presently almost entirely
oniired to the Southern part of Kaoma district, into waich
they dmmigrated in the miudle or the last cuutury, from thne
hase;ma area. They have their own calef, mwene Kahari.

Tat “Tajne between vkoya and me“’ﬂuou:1L sroups (Kbuanda,
Kaonde) ig not exceptional. Since aboat 1920 (bla' 1945:207)
tne ares uos ceewn &n epormous influx of immigrants, Wiko
(We.ternerd) both from othsr parts of berotseland and from
Ainola, On the other hand, a congiderable portion.of the male
likoya is abment f¥om th:u area as labour uig srantg;as in other
parts of Sarotseland, pre-lndependence ikoya labour migration
vaed to be dirceted towards Ziumbabwe and b.qulca, ratiier tnan
Losexde other parte of Zambia,
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